
SemesterIV

Cc9unit1.1topic-descent

MeaningandDifferencesbetweenKinshipandDescentSystem

KinshipSystemisthebiologicalrelationshipthatdetermineswhoone’srelativesareand

one’srelationshipwiththem.Thissystemisanimportantpartofman’slife.Kinshipsystem

includespeopleoneisrelatedwiththroughdescentormarriage.Descentsystemisoneof

thetermsrelatedtokinshipsystem.Descentbindpeopleofthesamelineagetogether.

Types,Forms,andCategoriesofDescentSystem

Therearemanycategoriesofdescentsystem.TheyaretheUnilineal,Bilateraland

Ambilinealdescentsystem.Bilateraldescentsystemisalsocalledbilinealordoubledescent

systems.

MorethanonedescentsystemsarepracticedinNigeria.Differentcultureshavetheirown

wayofaffiliatingthemselvestotheirkinshipties.Theinterestingthingisthatallthetypesof

descentsystemarebeingpracticedbyNigerians.Despitethedifferencesinkinshipties

acrossthecountry,theyareallsimilarintheircourseoftracingconnectionthroughthe

parent-childties.(CultureandItsCharacteristics)

1.TheUnilinealdescentsystem

TheUnilinealdescentsystemcouldeitherbePatrilinealorMatrilinealdecentsystem.

PatrilinealDescentSystem

Thisdescentsystem,alsoknownasthe“agnatic”descentsystemisthemostcommon

descentsystemthattracesanindividualtothefather’ssideorlineage.Authorityand

economicsurvivalarevestedonthemen.Thehouseholdinthistypeofsocietyismale-

headedwhichisalsoknownasthepatriarchalhousehold.Boththemaleandthefemale

childrenbelongtotheirfather’slineageorkinandnotthemother’s.Thisiswhythechildren

beartheirfather’sname,inheritsfromtheirfathersideandhavealltheentitlementsattached

totheirfather’slineage.Theresidenceispatrilocal,inpatrilocalresidency,themanwithhis

immediatefamilymemberslivesinhisfather’shouse.Thissystemisfoundamongthe



YorubaandmostIgbopeopleofNigeria.(NamingofChildrenInYorubaCultureofNigeria)

MatrilinealDescentSystem

Thissystemisalsoknownas“uxorial”descentsystem.Thistypeofdescentsystemisnotas

commonasthepatrilinealdescentsystem.Thechildrenaretracedtotheirmother’slineage.

Themeansofsurvivaliscarriedoutmostlybythewomen.Thissystemisnotthedirect

oppositeofthepatrilinealsystemintermsofauthority.Theauthorityisvestedonthemen

buttheeconomicmeansofsurvivalisbythewomen.Thematernaluncle(brotherofthe

mother)holdsavitalroleinsocialresponsibilitiesandinheritance.Heisthesocialfatherand

hasastrongerrelationshipwithhissister’schildrenthanthebiologicalfatherofthese

children.

Thechildrenpaymorerespecttotheirsocialfather(maternaluncle)thantotheirbiological

father.Thechildrenbornintosuchsocietyinheritsdirectlyfromtheirmother’sside,whichis

mostlyfromtheirmaternaluncle.Here,theking’sbiologicalsondoesnotinheritthekingship

fromhisfatherbutinstead,thekingtransfershiskingdom,title,andstatustohissister’sson.

Theresidenceismatrilocalasthemalechildmarriesandlivesinhismother’shouseor

matrilinealdescent.SomepartsoftheEasternIgboinAbiastatepracticematrilinealdescent

system.(AncientSacrificesandRitualsInNigerianCulture)

2.Bilateral,BilinealorDoubleDescentSystem

Thissystemistwo-sidedbecauseanindividualcanbetracedto,inheritfrom,and

connectedtoboththefather’sandmother’sside.Thereisasimultaneousaffiliationtoboth

sides.Usually,thelandedandimmovablepropertiessuchasthetrees,forests,farm

productsareinheritedthroughthemalesidewhilethemovablepropertiesandlivestockare

inheritedmatrilineally.ThisiscommonamongtheYakopeopleofCrossRiverStatein

Nigeria.

3.AmbilinealDescentSystem

ThissystemisthecombinationofboththePatrilinealandMatrilinealdescentsystems.An

individualcanbetracedtoeitherofthetwobutheorshemayselectonlyonelinetobe

tracedto.Thereasonforchoosingonesideovertheotherhastodowiththeimportanceor

benefitsattachedtoeachline.Thissystemisflexible.Afamilycanbepatrilinealforaperiod

oftimeandmatrilinealinthenextgeneration.Forinstance,amanthatmarriesawoman



fromapoliticalorrichfamilycanallowhischildrentobeidentifiedwiththeirmother’sfamily

line.(ReadaninterestingarticleonGenderInequalityEmbeddedInNigerianCulturehere)

Importance,Benefits,andAdvantagesoftheKinshipsystem

Descentorkinshipsystembindpeopletogetheranddefinessocialunity.Familymembers

getsupportfromthemembersofthepeopletheyarerelatedto.Thetrainingofachildis

donemostlybythepeopleheorsheisaffiliatedwith.Kinshipsystemregulatessexual

relationshipasitcontrolsincest.Finally,theresidence,membership,andcitizenshipofam

individualaredefinedbythekinshipsystem.




