Q. 64. Discuss the Composition and functions of the Election
Commussion in India. | |

And. [Election has been of great importance in the parliamentary
democracy of India. Free, impartial and fair elections can only
ensure the elections of the true representatives of the people.
prticle 324 of the Constitution of India provides for an Election
commussion to conduct the elections of federal and regional

legislatures and also the higher offices of the Republic (1.e.,
President and Vice-President).

Composition .‘!According‘ to the Constitution of India, the
Election Commuission at present consists of the Chief Election
Commuissioner and two other Election Commissioners. They are
appoinied-by the President of India by a warrant under his hand
and seal }%urt_her, they are appointed for a period of six (6), years
or they retre at the age of 65 years whichever is earliez) The
Constitution has made the other two Election Commissiopers at
par with the Chief Election Commissioner. That 15, the Chief
Election Commissioner and his colleagues have equal powers and
Constitutional Status (position) in all respects. The Chief Election
Commussioner presides over the meetings of the Election
Commussion. And the-decisions are taken unanimaously, otherwise
by majority votes. @e Chief Electon Commissioner has no
constitutional power to remove the “other two FElection
Commissioners. Like the Chief Election Commissioner, other
Election Commuissioners can also be removed by the President of
the Republic on a report made by the Union Parliament
supported) by two-thirds majority in each Houseé—the Lok Sabha
ad the Rajya Sabha) on grounds of proved misbehaviour or
Incapacity. @urther, before every general election to the Lok
3abha and to the Vidhan Sabha of each State, the President of the
Indian Union may also appoint such Regional Election
Commissioners as he may consider necegsary to assist the Election
©mmussion in the exercise of its functiony. Lastly, the Constitution
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dence of the members of

. : . . : \
of India guarantees the indepen an. Their salaries |,

Election commission including its Charmy - venditure. Thlzml
allowances fall in the items of non-votable €XP . at gy

they are charged upon the Consolidated Fund ?f nInCdé?n -

Functions | The major functions of the E]eggo_ “:11581on
as embodied in our Republican Constltutloup alt] the
Representationof the People’s Acts (amended from me O timg)
are stated briefly : o

(1) to exercise superintendence, direction and contro] o
electoral rolls for the elections to the Parliament and Stgte
Legislatures as well as the Presidential and Vice-Presidenty
elections. o :

(2) to notify the date/dates for the submission and withdraw,
of nomination papers of the candidates. _ _

(3) to recommend date/dates for holding elections j,
different constituencies of the Union Parliament and the Stat
Legislatures. - .

(4) to conduct elections to the offices of the President and the
Vice-President of our Republic. a

(5) to conduct elections of the representative of the Union and
the State Legislatures.

(6) to designate and nominate the Returning officers for
election to the Parliament and State Legislatures.

(7) to request the President or the Governor of a State -as the
case may be to make available of the necessary staff for conducting
elections.

(8) to exercise supervision direction and contro] over the Chuef

Electoral “officers of the States in conducting elections.

. (9) to determine the number of the seats

. g Whether a orent
or of a State Legislature js sy member of Parligrhen

other officer appointed by th ectjonRC ing officers or anf
_ (12) to conduct bye-elections -, Ommussion,
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@3) to 1ssue a code of copg,
ar

| . ICl to be observed by all politicial
es, cm](hglates "gj‘d People at the time of elections.

('1‘4) to S‘e, ? A q *Pute regarding allotment of symbols to a

olitical party (or the parties) o the time of parliamentary or

Rsf,embly electjons.)

In this connection, we may

o Point out that the election disputes
,lanow dealt with by the High Courts of the States. The

Constitution of India ensures that (e Parliament and Assembly
lections are conducted freely anq impartially. The Election
Comumission fux}ct_lons on an all India basis. There is no separate
Flection COIHHIISSIOD for a State\ A centralised election machinery
done will be al;le o eliminate the possibility of the State
Govemrpents actng 1n an unconstitutional manner. Again, it has
"peen pointed O}Jt'that the appointment of the mernbers of the

Election Commission by the President on the advice of his Prime
Minister may ma.ke room for the exercise of politics influence.
Hence, the constitutional experts opine that the President should
appoint the Election Commissioners on the recommendations of
a committee including the Chief Justice of India and the Leader
of the opposition of the Lok Sabha.

Q. 65. Discuss the nature of glectoral trends or voting
behaviour in Indian Political System. ) ,

Ans. The democratic republic of India, in its size, population
and resources 1s the world’s highest parliamentary democracy. In
terms of 1its electorate, it is also the world’s largest participatory
political system based on universal adult franchise, which is
effectively exercised at regular periodic elections (at present in
our coalition politics 3 to 5 years) to the Parliament (Lok Sabha)
and States Legislative Assemblies. The Indian electorate has
Increased, since the first general elections in 1952, as a consequence
of the increase in population by over 130 percent in just four
decades. Indian electrorate was 178.21 million in 1952 (first
general elections) and with the reduction of age of voting from 21
10 18 by the Sixty-first Amendment to the Constitution in 1989,
It ncreased to 498.64 million in the Ninth general elections
1989). And it had further increased to 619.0 million in 1999
(Thirteenth Lok Sabha elections) and again to 65 crore in 14th
general elections. Interestingly, this electoral population is equal
' the total electoral population of the world’s fifteen most
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