FASCISM

Key Points

« Fascism is a far-right autharitarian po itical idealogy thal emerged in the early 20th century and
rose to prominence after World War | in several nations, notlab 'y [ta'y, Germany, and Japan.

+ Fascists believe that libera democracy is obso ete and regard the complete mobilization of
society under a ota itarian one-party stale, led by a dictator, as necessary {o prepare a nation
for armed conflict and respond effectively 1o econorvic difficu ties.

+ Fascist regimes are often preoccupied "with community decline, humiliation, or victimhood and
by com pensatory cu'ts of unity, energy, and purity,” culminating in nationalistic and racist
Ideologies anc practices, such as the Holocaust in Mazi Germary.

« The term originated in Ita'y and is derived from fascio, meaning a bundle of rods, and is used fo
symbolize strength throwgh unity: a single rod is easily broken, while the bundle is difficult to
break,

« After the end of the World War |, fascism rase out of relative obscurity into international
prominence, with fascist regimes forming most notably in talky, Germany, and Japan, the three
of which would be allied in Warld War Il

« Fascist Benito Musso ini selzed power in Italy In 1922 and Ado'f Hitler had successfully
consolidated his power in Germany by 1933,

Fascism i= a form of radical authoritarian nationalism that came to prominence in early 20th-
century Europe, characterized by one-party totalitarian regimes run by charismatic dictators,
glorification of violence, and racist ideology.

Fascism is a form of radical authoritarian nationalism that came to prominence in early 20th-
century Europe. The first fascist movements emerged in Italy during World War |, then spread to
othar European countries. Opposead ta liberalism, Marxism, and anarchism, fascism is usually
placec on the far-right within the fradilional eft-right specirum.

Fascis! Ideologies

Fascisis saw World War | as a revo ution that brought massive changes to the nature of war,
society, the state, and technology. The advent of tofal war and the fota mass mobilization of
society had broken down the distinction between civilians and combatants. A "military
citizenship" arose in which all citizens were involved with the military in some manner during the
war. The wwar resulted in the rise of a powerful state capab e of mobtlizing millions of people to
serve an the front lines and providing ecoromic production and ogistics to support them, as well
as having unprecedentad authority to irtervene in the lives of citizens.

Fascists believe that iberal democracy is absolete, and they regard the complete mobilization of
society under a totalitarian one-party state as necessary to prepare a nafion for armed conflict
and respond effectively to economic difficulties. Such a state is led by a strong leader—such as a
dictator and a martial government composed of the members of the governing fascist party—to
forge national unity and maintain a stable and orderly saciety. Fascism rejects assertions that
violence is automatical'y negative in nature, and views political vio ence, war, and imperialism as
means that can achieve national rejuvenation. Fascists advocate a mixed economy with the
principal goal of achieving autarky (self-sufficiency] through pratectionist and interventionist
economic palicies.

Histonan Rober! Paxton says that fascism s “a form of political behavior marked by obsessive
precceupation with commmunity decling, humi lation, or victimhood and by compensatoery cults of
unity, energy, and purity, in which 8 mass-based party of committed nationalist militants, waorking
in uneasy but eflective ca laboration with traditional elites, abandons democralic liberties and
pursues with redemptive vio ence and without ethical ar leqal restraints goals of internal cleansing
and external expansian,”

=ince the end of Warld War |l in 1945, few parties have openly descriced themselves as fascist,
and the term is instead now usually used pejoratively by politica opponents. The t8rms nea-
fascist or post-fascist are sometimes applied mare farmally to describe parties of the far right with
idealogies similar to or rooted in 20th ceniury fascist movements.,

The term fascist comes from the [talian word fascismo, derived from fascio meaning a bundle of
rods, ultimately from the Latin word fasces. This was the name given fo political organizations in
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ltaly known as fasci, groups similar to guilds or syndicates. At first, it was applied mainly to
organizations on the political eft. In 1919, Benito Mussalini founded the Fasci Italiani di
Combattimento in Mian, which becarr e the Partito Nazionale Fascista (National Fascist Party)
two years \ater, The Fascists carve to associate the term with the ancient Roman fasces or fascio
[itoric—a bundle of rods tieg arcund am axe, an ancien! Roman symbal of the autharity of the
civic magistrate carried by his lictors, which could be used for corpora’ and capital punishment at
his command. The symbalism of the fasces suggested strength theough unity: a single rod is
easily broken, while the bundle is difficult to break.

Early History of Fascism [go through it briefhy)

At the outbreak of Word War | in August 1914, the Italian political ‘eft became severely split over
its position on the war. The Halian Socialist Party (PS1) opposed the war but 8 number of [talian
revalutionany syndicalists supported war against Germany and Austria-Hungary on the grounds
that their reactionary regimes had to be defeated to ensure the success of socialism. Angelo
Hiviera Ofivetti formed a pro-interventionist fascio called the Fasci of International Action in
Cctober 1914, Benito Mussalini, upon expulsion from his position as chief editor of the PSl's
newspaper Avanti! for his anti-German stance, jained the interventionist cause in a separate
fascio. The term "Fascizm” was first used in 1915 by members of Mussolini's movement, {he
Fasci of Revolutionary Action.

The first mesting of the Fa=ci of Revo utionary Action was held in Janeary 1915 when Mussaolini
declared that it was necessary for Europe to resolve its national problems—including national
borders —of ltaly and elsewhere "for the ideals of justice and liberty for which oppressed peoples
musi acquire the right ta belang ta fhase nationa communities from which they descended.™
Attemnpts to hold mass mestings were ineffective, and the organization was regularyy harassed by
government authorities and sacialists.

Similar political ideas arose in Germrany afier the outbreak of the war. German sociclogist Johann
Plenge spoke of the rise of a “Mational Socialism" in Gemany within what he termed the “ideas of
1814" that were a declaration of war against the "ideas of 1788" {the French Revalution).
According to Plenge, the “ideas of 178%" 1hat ncluded rights of man, democracy, individualism
and liberalism were being rejected in favar of "ihe ideas of 19714" that included *German values"”
of duty. dizcipline, law, and order. Plenge balieved that racial salidarity (Volksgemeinschaft) would
replace class division and that "racial comrages" would unite to create a socialist society in the
struggle of "proletarian” Germany against "capitalisi™ Britain. He be ieved that the "Spirit of 1914"
manifestec itzelf in the concept of the "People's League of National Socialism.”

After the end of the Warld War |, fascism rose out of re ative obscurity into intermational
prominence, with fascist reqimes forming most notably in Raly, Germamy, and Japan, the threa of
which would be allied in World War 1, Fascist Benito Mussolini seized power in ltaly in 1922 and
Adolf Hitler had successfully consolidated his power in Garmarny by 1833,

The Rise of Fascism in [taly {imp)

Key Points

' T:.}:Le rise of fascism in Naly began during World YWar |, when Benito Mussolini and other radicals
:.Iarmed a political group {ea led a fasci) supporting the war against Germany and Austria-

ungary.

« The firs! meeting of Mussolini's Fascl of Revolutionary Action was held on January 24, 1915,

+ For the next several years, the small group of fascists toak part in polftical actions, taking

advantage of worker strikes to incite vio ence.

Around 1821, the fascisis began to align themselves with mainstream conservatives, increasing

membership expanentially,

« Beginning in 1922, Fascist paramilitaries escalated their sirategy from attacking socialist offices
and homes of socialist leadership figures to violent occupalion of cities, eventually setting their
sites on Rome.

* During the so-called "March on Rome," Mussa'ini was appointed Prime Minister of taly.

+ From 1925 1o 1929, Fascism sleadily became entrenched in power. Opposifion deputies were
denied access 1o parliament, censorship was introduced, and a December 1925 decree made
Mussolini solely responsibla to the King,
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ftalfan Fasclem, alzo known simply as Fascism, is 1he ariginal fascist ideclogy as developed in
ltaly. The ideology is associated with the Fascist Revolutionary Party [PFR), founded in 1815, the
zucceeding Mational Fazcis! Party (PMF] in 1921, which under Benito Mussalind ruled the Kingdom
of kaly from 1922 uniil 1243; the Republican Fascist Party that ruled the [talian Social Republic
from 18943 to 1945; and the posi-war Halian Social Movement and subsequent [talian neo-fascist
MOVEMEnts.

ltalian Fascism was rooted in lalian nationa ism and the desire to restore and expand ltalian
territaries, deemed necessary for a nation 1o assert its supericnty and strength and avoid
succumbing to decay. taian Fascists ¢ aimed ihat modern Italy is the heir fo ancient Rome and
its l=gacy, and historically supported the creation of an talian Empire to provide spazio vitale
“living space™) for colonization by [talian settlers and o establish control over the Mediterranean
Sen.

ltalian Fasciam promoted a corporatist economic aystem whereby employer and employves
syndicales were linked together in associations to collectively represent the nation'’s economic
producears and wark 8 .ongside the state o =ai natianal economic policy. This economic system
intended 1o resolve class conflict through collaboration between the ¢ as2es

The mogd of pretty big par of the ex-soldiers had common and specific features. In their minds
intimately combined nationalist and reva utionary slogans of the era: "We were befrayed”™ by the
Allies who hac abused over the blood that had been shed by the tafians in the warl™ — This Kind of
sentiment. fueled by nationalistic propaganda was multiplied with the desire for 2ocikal change,
poured into a wvague s'ogan of "saving the nation", "strengthening of its dignity. All this determines
the transition of former soldiers 1o the position of fascism, with its nationalistic and social slogans.

The first mesting of tha Fasci of Heva utionary Action was held on January 24, 1815, led by Banifo
Mus=alini. In the next few years, the relative v small group was various palilical actions. In 1920,
militant sirike activity by mdustria warkars reached its peak in laly. Mu=solini and the Fascists
took advantage of the sitwation by allying with industrial businesses and attacking workers and
peasants in the name of preserving order and internal peace in italy.

Fascisis identified thair primary opponenis as the majority of socialists on the left who had
opposed intervention in World War [, The Fascists and the italian political right held commaon
ground: bath held Marxism in contermnpt, discounted class consciousneass, and beliesved in the rule
of alites. Fascism began 1o accom rrodate alian conservatives by making major alterations to its
political agenda—abandoning its previous populism, repunlicanizm, and anficlericalism, adopting
policies in suppart of free enterprise, and accepting the Roman Catholic Church and the
monarchy as institutions in [taly.

To appeal to Italian conservatives, Fascism adopted policies such as promating family values,
including policies designed to recuce the number of women in the workforce by limiting the
woman's role to that of a mother. The fascists banned literature on birth control and increased
penalties far abortion in 15924, declaring bath erimes against the state. Though Fascism adopted a
number of positions designed to appea to reactionaries, the Fascists sought to maintain
Fascism’s revalutionary character, with Ange o Oliviero O ivetti saying “Fascism wou'ld like to be
conservative, but it will [be] by being revolutionary.” The Fascisis supported revolutionary action
anc committed to secure law and order to appeal o both conservatives and syndicalists.

Prior 1o Fascism's accomm odation of the politica right, Fascism was a small, urban, northern
ltalian movement that had about a thousand members. After Fascism's accommaodation of the
political right, the Fascist movemrent's membership soared to appraximate’y 250,000 by 1821,

Fascists Seize Power

Beginning in 1822, Fascist paramilitaries escalated their strategy from atfacking socialist offices
and homes of socialist leadership figures to violent occupation of cities. The Fascists met [ittle
serious resistance from authorties and proceeded to take over several northern [talian cities. The
Fascisis attacked the headquarters of socialist and Cathaolic labar unlons in Cremona and
imposed forced talianization upon the Geman-speaking population of Trent and Bolzano. After
seizing these cities, the Fascists made p ans o take Home.

On October 24, 1922, the Fascist party held its annual congrezs in Maples, where Mussaolini
ordered Blackshirls to take control of public bui dings and trains and converge on three points
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around Rome, The Fascists managed 1o seize contro of several post offices and trains in northern
[taly while the Itallan government, led by a left-wing coalition, was internally divided and unable to
respond 1o the Fascis! advances, King Victaor Emmanuel (11 of taly thowght the risk of bloodshed in
Rome to disperse the Fascisis was too high, Viclor Ermanuel 11l decided 1o appoint Mussaolini as
Prirme Minister of Italy, and Mussalini arfived in Bome on October 30 1o accept the appointment.
Fascist propaganda aggrandized this event, known as "March on Bome,” as a "seizure™ of power
because of Fascists' herole exploits.

Although there was a pact and exacerbated divisions within the fascism between the supporters
of strengthening teror — the extremists and so-called moderates in the genera conclusion, it was
a serious mistake of socialisis, Fascism by its nature wauld nat yvield ta any form was
“pacification”. For so-callec moderate fascists, this pact was a maneuver by which they hoped to
prevent a further increase in the resistance of workers and consalidate its position in the political
circles of ihe bourgeoisie. A= for the fascists and extremisis, they have never for 8 moment
stopped terror

The conclusion was simple: all the interests of private [[ndividual) and group (family, corporation,
class, ete.) must abay the supreme inieresis of the nation. Hence, the fascist conception of the
state i “The state is the legal embodiment of the Mation. Paolitical institutions are effective, only
insofar as national values are there expressed and protection as wel™. In other words, if the State
does not meet the "interests of the nation™, then "“in the neme of thesze interests" it can and must
be replaced.

ltaly became the first country where there was 8 triumph of fascism. Fascist organization emerged
in the spring of 1918, and in 1822 had slready seized power. So fast, in a historical scale — almost
instant growth in the influence of maotion, there had 1o be something caused.

Al=o fascizm atiracied people by its nationa ism. At first it had its effect on scldiers, and then the
great mass of those who were afraid of “patrictism™ of “red™. In general, mistakes that had been
made by socialists and communists, have greatly contributed to the strengthening of

fascism. They underestimaled fhe power of fascism.

The sharp rise of fascism began with the events of Seplember 1920, when both large and small
owners feared the aclions of the proletariat. They saw that the governmen! cannof protect

them. And who can? And the eyes of the owners appealed ta fhe Mazi Party, whose members
destroved by the terror their political rivals —the Socialists and Communists.

Additional reading avai able at:
hitps./fwww, historians, org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/qi-roundtable-
i mmphlets/em- 18-what-is-1ha-fut [y=[194 5] =a=and-f i
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